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| Learned Something Today 
—By Robert KASWSS 


We all began our journey in Amateur Radio from 
a starting point of ignorance. We did not know 
Amateur Radio existed. Then we did. We did 
not know about Ohm's Law. Now we do. We 
did not know how radio waves could travel 
around the world like a bouncing ball. And here 
we are. 


Amateur Radio concerns itself with using radios 
to communicate, but through it all it's about 
learning new things. Some of those things are 
directly related to radio electronics (antenna 
sizes and coax) and some are a bit more 
peripheral in nature (international shipping rates 
and reciprocal licensing agreements). 


| hope all of you had a chance to help the club 
out during 2020's unique Field Day event. You 
can read more about our effort later in this 
newsletter. Each of us operating from home 
likely learned something from taking the extra 
time to get on the air and really exercise our 
equipment. For me, | strung up another end-fed 
wire antenna slightly higher than my permanent 
version and hope for a greater ability to be 
heard. It was a letdown to find the two 
generally equal to one another. That's OK. | 
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now know | need to look for a solution 
elsewhere. That's part of learning. 


When Amateurs talk about deciphering signals 
we usually mean trying to pick a weak signal out 
of the noise in order to make a contact and 
perhaps snag a new DXCC country. We all know 
that radio waves respect no borders. Outside of 
Amateur Radio using radio to try and 
communicate sensitive, secret information 
means using encryption. The ability to "read 
your enemy's mail" by deciphering their secret 
messages is an information weapon about as 
powerful as any physical one. At this month's 
Zoom meeting, Ralph Simpson will provide a 
presentation on one of the most famous 
encryption devices used to transmit secret 
messages over radio, Germany's Enigma 
machine. The Allies had to learn how to do what 
the Germans thought was impossible, break the 
Enigma code. 


Here's another thing | learned recently - trying to 
hold a club "QSO Party" during a VHF contest on 
the 146.52 MHz national simplex frequency is 
not ideal. So let's try again with a twist this 
time. The CQ VHF Contest (6M and 2M only) is 
July 18-19 with hours similar to Field Day. I'll be 
on 146.54 MHz simplex at 5:00 PM local time 
on Saturday, July 18. | hope you'll all join me for 
a few quick contest QSOs that will help 
everyone's score and we can all learn some 


more about how well we can hear each other 
and whether there are some tweaks we can 
make on our stations to make them perform 
better. There's still enough time to tweak an 
antenna to get out a bit better. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, July 15, 2020, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: The German Enigma Machine 
Presenter: Ralph Simpson 


Minutes, June 17 Meeting 


Meeting very successfully held on ZOOM that 
was set up by KASWSS 


KA5WSS (Robert), KD6FIL (Dave), N6TVN (Carl), 
KG6N (Frank), KM6ZUC (Bruce), WA6CRB (Dan), 
KEGHID (Andrew), KF6FZM (Dick), W1EJ (Ed), 
KG6QNT (Eileen),NJ6E (Stan), N7PIB (Sanford), 
W8EWL (John), KIGEFM (Dean), WB6TMH (Mike), 
N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), KAZQQO 
(Declan), N7TSQ (Joe). 


Guest: Jamil 


Meeting called to order at 19:30 by president 
and zoom wizard KASWSS 


MINUTES 
Minutes from the May meeting were approved 
TREASURER 


Currently have $4,384 in the bank. Paid the 
insurance. VOMARC set it up to pay dues online. 
Still more equipment to sell. 


SECRETARY 


No Updates. The VOMARC Breakfast on the Air is 
going well. 


Vice President 


Absent 


Training 
School closed 
PRESIDENT 


Books that were originally purchased for the 
County Library are available for loan. 


NEW BUSINESS 


Field Day — June 27 starting at 11 AM PDT, and 
finishing on June 28 at 2 PM PDT 


There is a Field Day page on the VOMARC 
Webpage 


Scheduled 5 PM on Saturday June 27 for club 
members to tune into the national simplex 
calling frequency on 2 meter (146.520) and 
make contacts with other club members. 


Members who turn in logs and list the club as 
Valley of the Moon ARC will get their score 
added to the VOMARC total in addition to listing 
there individual score under their call sign. 


OLD BUSINESS 
Nothing 


Mystery Box: Jack, KEZMF has the box and the 
Mystery Box program is on hold for a while 


PROGRAM 


Field Day Set up- presented by KA5WSS. 
Logging Software and how to set it up. (NIMM+ 
and N3FJP) 


Meeting adjourned at 2015. 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


The German Enigma Machine: The 
Secret Battlefield of WW2 


The Enigma machine was invented over 100 
years ago, and it proved to be quite an ingenious 
invention! This was the first cipher device in 
history to use electricity to encode a message, 
which was a giant leap in cipher technology. The 
cryptographic 

strength of the 

Enigma gave the 

Germans the 

utmost 

confidence in the 

secrecy of their 

messages during 

World War Il. 

While this 

confidence was 

justified, it later became their undoing because 
they refused to believe the evidence that the 
enemy was reading their messages! 


The story of the Allies overcoming the odds and 
breaking the Enigma is a story of innovation, 
intrigue, and deception; which significantly 
shortened the war and ushered in the age of 
computers. The success of cracking the Enigma 
was kept secret for over 40 years, despite tens 
of thousands people working on the effort in the 
UK and US. This secrecy is especially incredible 
for us living in the age of the internet, WikiLeaks, 
and Edward Snowden. Over 35,000 Enigma 
machines were manufactured, but only 350 are 
known to exist today. 


—From Ralph Simpson 


Field Day 2020 


Field Day in 2020 was unlike any other in recent 
memory. The American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) modified the rules this year to allow for 
club members to work together even if COVID- 
19 social distancing made gathering unsafe. So 
VOMARC members fired up their home stations 
and made as many FD contacts they could 
manage over the weekend of June 27-28. I'm 
sure we all missed the camaraderie and Saturday 
evening feast that is a normal VOMARC Field Day 
staple. Hopefully we'll be able to return to 
Austin Skypark next year. 
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Dave (KD6FIL) showed how to conduct a proper 
Field Day Sonoma-style, with wine in hand! 


The turnout for the 2M FM VOMARC "QSO 
Party" at 5:00 PM on Saturday was great, witha 
good number of members and something we 
should consider again in the future. We might 
elect to not meet on the national simplex 
frequency going forward and coordinate a move 
to another band a bit better. Still, it was great to 
hear others on the air and a great way to make a 
bunch of contacts in quick succession. 


Thanks to everyone who submitted a score to 
contribute to the club's effort. 


Here's a rundown of the known entries at press 
time (in alphabetical order): 


[ctor [280s [se 
a 


I'm not entirely sure how the ARRL will calculate 
the club score, but it's likely just to be adding up 
individual scores. There are no mults in FD, so 
that keeps things a bit simpler. Last year's score 
of 2,398 was based on 442 QSOs so we topped 
our 2019 effort. Great job! 


Did you make at least one Field Day contact and 
are not listed above? It's not too late to help the 
club. The deadline to submit FD scores is July 
28, 2020. Just be sure to indicate "Valley of the 
Moon ARC" as your club when submitting. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Soapbox 


| ran in 1E QRP, S&P and had an amazing time. | 
expected difficulty and got it right away on 20m 
with rates of about 5 per hour. The 5 pm 2 
meter rally was a lot of fun and a boost. Later, 
after 9:30 pm on 40 meters the conditions were 
amazing and for a couple of hours every station | 
called came right back, no repeats. 80 was 
almost as good but noisier. It felt like | was 
running power. Put a few hours on the K3 at 5 w 


and did the other 8 hrs on the mcHF. It was 
really fun! - N6TVN 


Noise level at my house was S9+10. Good thing | 
used digital. - KD6FIL 


Really noisy. | operated about four or five 
hours. - WD6BOR 


Digital was the name of the game for me. My 
QSO count would have been a fraction of what it 
turned out to be without it. 40M on Sunday 
morning was phenomenal. | was working 
stations near the FT8 limit for a good period of 
time. - KASWSS 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Who's Doing What? 


Dave (KD6FIL), Carl (N6TVN), John (W8EWL) and 
Robert (KASWSS) were on the air for the ARRL 
June VHF Contest for at least a little bit of 

time. 6M conditions before and after the 
contest were better than during, but that's the 
way things go sometimes. 


Sanford (N7PIB) helped administer a VE session 
in Novato in which 12 of 13 candidates 

passed. He hopes to see a VE session in some 
form in Sonoma in September. 


Sanford also recently achieved Worked All States 
with FT8 and is now working on FT4. He put up 
a 30M vertical recently and has been working 
new states and any other comers on the band. 


Carl (N6TVN) has been working plenty of 
stations, including into JA, with his mcHF QRP rig 
and a wire antenna. 


Several members worked some of the 13 
American colonies on the air for the annual 
event. This included Elizabeth (N6LY) and Kevin 
(K6YD) with 5, Sanford (N7PIB) with 6 and Carl 
(NG6TVN) with 8. 


Ed (W1EJ) has been working with APRS lately. 
—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc. 


Pacificon 2020 has been cancelled due to COVID- 
19. Organizers are looking into the possibility of 
holding a virtual event instead. While some 
events are cancelled due to the pandemic, 
others are being organized. The QSO Today 
Virtual Ham Expo is being set up as a free, 
virtual, worldwide event. The talks and 
presentations will take place August 8- 

9. Register by July 24th for early bird prize 
incentives. 


Field Day made it into a story on the Forbes 
website: https://www.forbes.com/sites/wayner 
ash/2020/06/30/thousands-of-radio-operators- 


band-together-to-practice-for-the-worst/ 
Darrel (WD6BOR) has some RG-58 coax available 


for those who need it. He also has some RG8X 
for which he'd like to recover some of his cost to 
part with. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Testing, Testing... 


By Elizabeth N6LY 


Since we made our Field Day contacts, from the 
comfort of our home, we decided to take our 
emergency radio set-up to the coast and check it 
out, on Tuesday, June 30. 


We found a nice pull-out to set up at, where only 
a few cars could park, so we didn't have to worry 
about overcrowding or keeping people at a 
distance from out antenna. There were even 


picnic tables to set up our radio on, with a lovely 
view of the ocean. 


We set up our comet, ona tripod, hooked up 
the ICOM 7300, to a battery and were ready to 
make contacts, in about 20 minutes. 


We were set up for about an hour, and only 
made one contact, in Arizona. We did, however, 
hear 4-5 other conversations. 


Mostly, we wanted to see how the set-up would 
work, if we had 

to take our 

radios on the 

road in an 

emergency. 


It was a 

beautiful, sunny 

day at the coast, 

with very little 

wind. We 

picked up some 

fish and chips L— 
forapicnicand | 
had a good time. 


During the actual field day, Elizabeth made 29 
contacts and Kevin (K6YD) made 37. 


From The QSL Inbox 


iT yi M-V ISLAND 1991 e 
Pesce : 4jiFs * 
\ = . i 


M-V Island is a now deleted DXCC country that 
laid between Finland and the USSR. Well, 
sorta. It's complicated. | worked 4J1FS back in 
1991 and never got around to obtaining a QSL 
card. Normally, that's one you never get 

back. Thankfully Martti Laine (OH2BH) 
graciously confirmed the contact after all these 
years. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Amateur Radio Station 


"U key like a phone man" 


A brutally honest QSL card from the past. 
—Submitted by Darrell WD6BOR 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 24 EDITION 5 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
VACANT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2020 ACS 2020 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2020 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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